Mikhail Gorbachev’s Letter to Participants in the Nobel Laureates Forum

Dear friends,


I am very sorry I am unable to participate in our meeting but also happy that, true to our common tradition, you have gathered in Rome to make the voice of Nobel Laureates heard around the world.


Today, I feel great concern at the state of European and world affairs.

The world is going through a time of troubles. The conflict that has flared up in Europe is threatening its stability and undermining its capacity to play a positive role in the world. The events in the Middle East are taking an increasingly dangerous turn. There are smoldering or potential conflicts in other regions as well while the growing global challenges of security, poverty and environmental decay are not being properly addressed.

Policy-makers are not responding to the new realities of the global world. We have been witnessing a catastrophic loss of trust in international relations. Judging by statements of representatives of major powers, they are preparing for a long-term confrontation.

We must do all we can to reverse these dangerous trends. We need new, substantive ideas and proposals that would help the current generation of political leaders to overcome the severe crisis of international relations, restore normal dialogue, and create the institutions and mechanisms that fit the needs of today’s world.

I have recently put forward proposals that could help step back from the brink of a new cold war and begin restoring trust in international affairs. In essence, I propose the following:

- to finally start implementing the Minsk Agreements for resolving the Ukrainian crisis;


- to reduce the intensity of polemics and mutual accusations;


- to agree on steps to prevent the humanitarian catastrophe and rebuild the regions affected by the conflict;


- to hold negotiations on strengthening the institutions and mechanisms of security in Europe;


- to re-energize common efforts to address global challenges and threats.


I am convinced that each Nobel Laureate can make a contribution to overcoming the current dangerous situation and returning to the path of peace and cooperation.


I wish you success and hope for to see you.

