
Speech notes: Sun International spokesperson / Nobel Peace Summit Press Conference 18 July 

Rob Collins – Chief Marketing and Strategy Officer 

17 July 2014 

 Good afternoon Deputy President, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa; Executive Mayor, Alderman Patricia de 

Lille; Host Laureate, Former President FW de Klerk; Host Laureate, Emeritus Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu;  esteemed guests, ladies and gentlemen, all protocol observed. 

 On behalf of Sun International, I would like to thank you for affording us the opportunity to be 

part of this event. 

 As the official hospitality sponsor of the World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates, we are very 

proud to contribute to the success of the event in Cape Town later this year. 

 It is an especially important year for South Africa, which celebrates its 20th anniversary of 

democracy, and for Cape Town, during its reign as World Design Capital.  

 For South Africa, hosting the World Summit of Peace Laureates during a particularly prominent 

year for the country is a great source of pride.  

 At the same time, it is a chance to reflect on the country’s journey since the start of the new 

democracy in 1994.  

 Certainly, this journey has been turbulent at times. 

 However, the country has always managed to peacefully navigate challenges along the way. 

 This is testament to the calibre of leadership South Africa has been privileged to have over the 

years. 

 I am proud to say that Sun International has been – and continues to be – part of this journey.  

 Its name is steeped in South African history. 

 From the early days of Sun City’s rise as an international tourist destination, to where we are 

today, Sun International has always been an active role-player in positioning South Africa 

internationally. 

 Our brand has been proudly associated with many globally-significant events like the World 

Summit of Peace Laureate over the years and we consider these opportunities to be especially 

important. 

 We have a vested interest in successfully presenting Cape Town as a world class leisure and 

business destination during the summit – a time when the world’s attention is focused on the 

city.  

 Sun International is proud that the Nobel Peace Laureates will call our  iconic Table Bay Hotel 

home during the summit in October.  

 This sophisticated Sun International property was opened in May 1997 by none other than 

iconic former South African president, Nelson Mandela. 

 As you know, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize with former President Frederik Willem De 

Klerk in 1993 for their work towards the peaceful termination of the apartheid regime, and for 

laying the foundations for a new democratic South Africa. 



 So it is fitting that The Table Bay Hotel – the beginning of which will forever be linked to Mr 

Mandela – plays host to the Nobel Peace Laureates.  

 One of the world’s leading hotels, The Table Bay has hosted numerous dignitaries, heads of 

state and other high profile guests. 

 It is renowned for absolute luxury, but more so for delivering a quintessential South African 

experience.  

 The Nobel Laureates can expect nothing short of a friendly welcome, a comfortable stay and 

exceptional service during their stay. 

 I have no doubt that the experience will live long in their memories.  

 With that said, I leave you with the assurance that Sun International will pull out all the stops to 

help ensure the success of the World Summit of Peace Laureates 

 And, the promise of our commitment to continue making a positive contribution to Cape Town 

through our work with the City of Cape Town and our various programmes aimed at building 

sustainable communities.  

 Thank you  

 


