
REMARKS BY FW DE KLERK AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE HOSTING BY CAPE 
TOWN OF THE 14TH WORLD SUMMIT OF NOBEL PEACE LAUREATES, 18 JULY 2014 
 
 
Madam Mayor, Madam President of the Permanent Secretariat of Nobel Peace 
Laureate summits, Archbishop Emeritus Tutu, etc. 
 
I am delighted that Cape Town will be hosting the 2014 Nobel Peace Laureates 
World Summit.   
 
I have attended most of the Summits in recent years and have watched them grow 
into a major international event.  They provide an opportunity for peace laureates - 
both individuals and organisations - to come together to consider current challenges 
to peace and to share their enormous experience with the international community - 
and particularly with the youth. 
 
It is most appropriate that Cape Town will host the Summit this year.  This is the 20th 
anniversary of our own constitutional democracy.  Our transition to non-racial 
constitutional democracy is one of the greatest existing monuments to peace-
making.  It illustrates par excellence what can be achieved through peaceful 
negotiations, compromise and a common commitment to constitutionalism and 
fundamental human rights.   
 
25 years ago most observers feared that we South Africans were headed inexorably 
toward a catastrophic race war.  We proved them wrong.  The world watched with 
the deepest concern - and ultimately with admiration as we moved from 
hopelessness to hope and from conflict to peace.  In the process the Nobel Peace 
committee awarded four Nobel Peace Prizes to South Africans. 
 
During the Summit we will have the opportunity of sharing our experience with the 
world and with the next generation of leaders.  In doing so we will create an 
opportunity to renew our national commitment to the spirit of inclusivity, toleration 
and compromise that characterized our transition.  We will also be able to 
rededicate ourselves to the values and rights upon which our new society has been 
founded. 
 
It is most appropriate that the Summit will be dedicated to the memory of Nelson 
Mandela - whose birthday we celebrate today.  Nobody personifies as well as he did 
Alfred Nobel's conception of peace-making and reconciliation.  Although this is the 
first anniversary of his birthday without him, all of us who remain behind must 
ensure the preservation of the legacy that he has left us and the values that he 
represented.  
 
END 


